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By Kim Abbott /PHOTOS BY BOB LANGRISH

Historically, these traits lent

native of northern England, the Fell Pony is touted  themselves to packing, mining and
as an all—a_‘[‘ound equine companion f{)l (‘;hﬂdren farm work: The Vikings used the Fell’s
and adults. Under saddle and in harness, the Fell is  ancestors to plow and pull sledges, as

well as for riding and packing. In the
11th and 12th centuries, these ponies
hauled loads of fleece, food and metal
ores. During the development and
growth of industry, native ponie
including the Fell, were employed in
mines in northern England.

During World War I, many horses
and ponies were exported for military
use, and by the end of World War 11,
only about 50 registered Fell ponies
remained. Additionally, crossbreeding
for military and agricultural purposes
and the decrease in registering ponies
further contributed to the breed’s
decline. However, unregistered semi-
feral stock that remained on the fells
(mountains) of northern England
helped restore the breed. Today, there
are between 400 and 450 Fell Ponies in
North America, and an estimated 7,000
to 8,000 around the world, with the
majority located in the United
Kingdom. It is currently classified as “At
Risk” by the Rare Breeds Survival Trust.

The Fell Pony stands 14 hands and
under and is commonly black, brown,

known to be sure-footed and agile, with good stamina.




RESOURCES

»Fell Pony Society;
www.fellponysociety.org

Fell Pony Society of North

America; www.fpsna.org

The Fell Pony Family Album,
by Mary Jean Gould-Earley

bay or gray in color. Enthusiasts enjoy
jumping, driving, trekking and riding
in endurance events with their ponies.
Fells also compete in trotting races in
their native Cumbria, England, where
they are also known as “galloways.”

Every vear, the Fell Pony Society in
the United Kingdom tests the ponies’
skills at a performance trial featuring
a course of varying terrain, such as
steep, twisting hills; boggy ground; a
water crossing; and natural obstacles
like fallen logs.

Fells are still used in their
traditional role as pack ponies at
Queen Elizabeth IT’s Balmoral Estate
1n Scotland, where they carry stags
and grouse down from the moors after
hunts. The queen’s husband, HRH The
Duke of Edinburgh, also drives a four-
in-hand team of Fells. O
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We SOLVE p_mbiems.

No more lugging buckets or draining hoses.
Keep your water supply flowing dependably
In deep -freeze conditions.

Auaﬂable in 4 lengths

KIM ABBOTT 1s the Sentor Associate Editor for

Horse Illustrated magazine.
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For Stalls, Trailers, Alley Ways, Gr{}(;ming}irms and Wash Racks.

“Soft Stall” Mats Make Horse Sense

Cut bedding and disposal cost to 75%
and reduce maintenance and dust. Soft
Stall Mats provide secure natural footing
to maintain your horses’ health and scfety.

Easily installed over any surface, these
non-porous rubber mats have a 10-year
warranty. Made in USA.

| IN STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY!
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Other Sizes Availagble

NO EXTRA CHARGE For Custom Trimming

Buy at FACTORY-DIRECT PRICING

1-800-558-4040

. LINEAR RUBBER PRODUCTS, iNC.
5416 461h St., Kenosha, Wi 53144

Phone (262) 652-3012
FOx (262) 657-6705
WWW. TUDDermalts.com
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